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DENNS J. QU LLIGAN being duly sworn deposes and says:

-

1.  That he is the Chief Investigator for the COffice of
JAMES T. RUSSELL, State Attorney of the Sixth Judicial G rquit of -
Florida. The Sixth Qrcuit e.ncorrpassesl both Pinellas County and
the cities of Stl. Pet er sbur g and O earwater, Fl Qrida.

2. As Chi-ef Investigator, he is a |law enforcenent offi cer

of the State of Florida and has been involved in a cont i nui ng

'investi’gation by the State Attorney's O fice into certain crim nal

activities occurring within Pinellas County, Florida. The scope of
the investigation includes inquiry into the acti ons of an organi za-

tion known as the Church of Scientol ogy (which maintains one of its

primary national offices in AQearwater, Florida) and the actions of

its nenbers..(hereinafter referred to as the Church for t he purpose

of conveni ence).

3; Review of publicly released docunents seized by the
United States CGover n_ma'nt in 1977 pursuant to a Search Warrant issued
for the Church's California Offices has nade your Affiant aware ofl
repeéted pl ans by Church-officials to infiltrate and discredit nany
or gani zati ons, governrreht offices or individuals in Pinellas County -

whi ch were critical of the Church; addi ti onal | y, as detail ed bel ow,

‘these plans also included attenpts to fal sel y‘ accuse opponents of

crimnal and scandal ous activities: ,
(a) Previ ously rel eased docunments indicate detail ed

pl ans by Church officials to falsely accuse a O earwater Sun

~reporter with sexually assaulting a young boy." An el derly fenale

posing as the alleged grandmother was to make a vehenment accusation
to the reporter's superiors; this was to be followed up by a nmale

caller indicating the reporter would be sued and shoul d be arrested.




(b) Rel eased docunents al s'o reveal ed detailed plans
tol discredit a St. Petersburg Ti mes reporter. Anong other schenes,
one plan was to have an undercover person, not associ at.ed with the
G'wurch' s Qearwater office, pose as é;' nmessenger boy" fof certain
orgahi zé_d crine figures and del i ver an appar ent bri. be ($100 in
smal | bi'I I's in an envel ope) to her place of enpl oynent . |

' - (c) - Docunents also indicate plans to investigate
| ocal governnent offi ces,- I ncl udi ng t‘he office of the State Attorney, °
and conduct " pénet ration" .and._"sur\}ei |  ance" operations. Cher
'documan_ts reveal ‘that the State Attor ney"s Ofice \/\/a“s.t_a[rget ed for
infiltration and make reference to ddi ng hi gh 'prior_ity Work
concerning "Russel |l docunents."

(d) Rel eased docunent s al‘sol indicate plans to frame
GABR EL CAZARES, the Mayor of dearwater, w th bigany by bribery and
falsification of records. Letters were also witten and distributed
in Aearwater which wongfully accused the Mayor of involvenent in a
hit and run accident which had been purposeful |y faked in Washi ngton,
D C | |

4, -The invol verent of the Church and Church nenbers in
crimnal activi .ty is further denonstrat éd by t‘he federal prosecutions
of Church members resul ti ng fromthe. execution of the 1977 Search
Warrants. The governnent's investigation began when two Chur ch
nmenbers, CGERALD WOLFE and M CHAEL MEI SNER, were caught in the act of
attenpting to obtain governnent docunents by illegally enteri ng-.t he
"United States District Courthouse in Washington, D. C.  Based on
information that Church records docunented this and ot her iIIegéI
activi ty,. Search Warrants were issued. N ne (9). Churcﬁ nmenbers -
(MARY SUE HUBBARD, DUKE SN DER, HENNI NG HE DT, R CHARD VEI GAND,
'G?E(}(]?Y-WLLARDSO\I, A NDY RAYMOND, MTd—IELL- HERVANN, GERALD WOLFE
and SHARCON THQOVAS) ‘were indi ct.ed with twent y ei ght (28) crilm' hal
counts, including charges of obst r uct | ng a grand jury, obstructing
FBI, conspiracy to commt burglary of a governnent office,
conspi racy' to steal governnent property, conspiracy to ilnt erceptl
private governnent communi cations, harboring and concealing a -

fugitive and fal se declaration to a Federal @ and Jury.



Baséd'upon an uncont est ed Stfpulation of evidence, 
the;defendants wer e found guilty after a non-jury trial.
Def endant s HUBBARD, SN DER HEIDI,_ VEI GAND, W LLARDSQON, RAYI\/CI\D
and WOLFE were convicted of cénspiraCy to obstruct justicé.
HERVANN was f ound guilty of conspiracy {o burglarizé governnment
offiées énd steal government docunents and THOVAS was found guilty
- of "theft of govefnnent property. Cases are sfill pendi ng agai nst
two addi ti onal Chgréh nenbers who have recently been extradited.

5. That a Gand Jufy'invesfigation into these and éinilar
.crimnal activities-of Sbiehtology menbers within Pinellas County
is'abouf to conrmence'. The attendance and testinvny‘of’NERRELL
VANN ER and his wi fe FRANC NE VANNI ER, who are materi al énd_necessary
Wi tnesses to the investigatfon, I's requjred for July 16, 1980.

6. That. MERRELL and FRANCI NE VANN ER ére currently residing
-at 1036 South Main, Apartnent E, Burbank, Los Angel es County,
California. _ . _
| 7. That MERRELL VANNI ER  who was and continues to be an
active Scientol ogy nenber, was invol ved in an attenpt to infiltrate
the offices of the State Attorney in July of 1976. VANNI ER mhd I S-
.an attorney, had applied as an Assistant State Attorney with the
St Petefsbu'rg Division of the State Attorney's Oifice. Wile his
appl i cati on was pendi ng during July, RWNVNIER had access to
St. Petersburg State Attorney's fice and was there, on a déily basi s.
“The State Attorney's Office was unaware that he was a Scientol ogi st.
Your Affiant's investigation has indicated that the_office.mas a
restricted area and inaccessible to unauthorized personnel . Betﬁeén
July 12 and 13, 1976, a portable radio belonging to the State
ﬁutorney'é Cfice mortﬁ in excess of five hundred dollars ($500.00)
was stolen fromthe S.' Petersburg office. This radi o maé tuned to

t he Sane'radiq band which the State Attorney's Cfice uées'fdr
of fice comunication. Subsequent investigation revealed.no one
ot her than VANNlER\MMJ had both a notive and the opportunity'fo have

t aken. t he radi o.



8. . VANN ER was 'not hi red by fhe State Attorney's dfi ce
but renmained in the Pinellas County. area. He subsequent!y worked
for the law firmof Phill iﬁps,' MFarl and, CGould, WI hel mand
Wagst af f during 1977. 'This firmhad beeh engaged to represent
d earvater Mayor GABRI EL CAZARES (See Paragraph 3 (d)) who had
sued and was bei ng sued by the dﬁur_ch.of Sci ent ol ogy. "Wt hout

I nf or m ng ény one of his connection to Scientol 6gy, 'VANN ER

. attenpted to have CAZARES' drop the case and apol ogi ze. Copi es of
docunent s prepared by VANN ER whi ch CAZARES refused to sign are

attached.
9. That the State Attorney's O fice has recei ved information
that certain docunents of the State Attorney's Cfifice are in

possession of nenbers of the Church of Scientol ogy, incl udi ng

‘personnel‘,' lists and prosecution strategy notes. It is kpnown to the

State Attorney's Oifice that pretext calls have been made to enpl oyees
of the State Attorney's fice who have unlisted hone tel ephone -
nunbers ‘but whose nunbers are listed on personnel |ists. Additionally,

the source of the information stated t"hat ei ther oral conmuni cation

-interception devices have been placed within the office. of the State

Attorney in violation of Chapter 934, Horida Statutes, or that sone

“individual has infiltrated the office of the State Attorney. Further,

after confidential conversations held in the State Attorney's Ofice
regarding individuals that it was felt necessary to interview, it WAS
di scovered that these persons had left the area although they were
still in the area prior to the conversations.

10. FRANCI NE VANNIER i s the wife of MERRELL VANN ER" and is
al so a necessary and material witness to the inVesti gation. She is
al so an active menber of the Church of Scientol ogy and woul d have
know edge _o'f the Church's invol venent and. activi t! es in Pinellas
Couhty. _ |

11.  That the VANN ERS noved to Pinellas County from M ssour |
in 1976. < They left the area suddenl y .i'n Sept enber of 1977 and have
only recently been located in California. That the activities
detailed in Péragraph 3 occurred during the s'am‘e general tine frane

that the VANNIERS were in Pinell as County.



12. During her.sfay in Pinellas County, FRANCI NE VANN ER
.worked for the Iam/firn1of Baynard énd McLeod that'was handl i ng
a suit between the Church of Scientol ogy and fﬁe St. Petershburg
Times (Times' enployees had been the object of previous activities
by -Church nenbers as indicated in Paragraph 3 (b)). Confidenti al
~docunents from Baynard's fiIe'concerning'the suit were, |ater found

in fhe possessi on 6f the Church of Scientology. Copies of these
docunents were seized duriﬁgbthe execution of a Search \arrant in
California in 1977.

_ 13. That attenpts to subpoena and questioh_mjtnessés from

t he "ChUrch's" d ear wat er Headquarters concerning the whereabouts of
- persons or docunents which would reflect the culpability or lack of
~cul pability of Shientology nenbefs of t hese and ot her potentiafly‘
.crimnal acts have been'repeatedly obstructed and unsuccessful due
to the intentional refusal and inability of such w tnesses to
proVide useful infaormation. .

14. MERRELL and FRANCI NE VANNI ER have natérial and necessary
testinony concerning these and ot her matters rel evant fo the G and
‘Jury investigation. Moreover, it is believed that such t esti nony
Wil .shed light upon and be relevant to the Gand Jury's investigation
of subsequent illegal conduct of the "Church" and " Church" nenbers.

15; Your A¢fiant further fequests that the material wtness
certificate, recoomend that the w tnesses MERRELL and FRANCI NE VANN ER
be taken into'cuStody'and delivered to a nmenber of the Pinellas County
Sheriff's Departnent to éssure their attendance in FIorida'before the |
Pi nell as County C?aﬁd Jury. The basis for this request includes the
- following facts which have been established through your Affiant's
i nvesti gati on:

(a) The‘m[tnesses mai ntai n continuing_tieé to-the
"Church" of Scientology and therefore nmay be reluctant and unwi |l l'ing
to return as witnesses in-an investigation mhich'invoLves the activities

of the organi zation and its nenbers.
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(b)' That the witnesses left "Pinellas Count y suddenLy
wi t hout notice and have only recently been | ocat ed. PreVious
attenpts by others to serve MERRELL VANNIER who is a defendant in
acivil suit by CAZARES, have net with no éuccess; when deputi es
atteﬁpted to serve himat a previous addrgss'in Los Angeles, t he
occupant deni ed bei ng VANNI ER and denied that any one by that nane
Iivc{ed.there but refused to identify himself. '

(c) ' That the Ciifice of'the State Attorney has been

" repeatedly obstructed and frustrated in its attenpts to- serve

'subpoenas on | ocal Scientologists possessing i nformation rel evant to
its investigation; enployees at the three notels operated by the
Church were uncooperative with investigators, refusedto identify

t hensel ves, and deni ed know edge of the location of Church nenbers

.residing on the prem ses.

_ (d) THe Church of Sciéntology had previousfy devel oped
a detailed secret plan to assist nenbers in avoiding being subpﬁenaed
as a W tness against the Church. This plan, known as Project Quaker,
ﬁas first identified when the FBI served a Search Warrant on the

Church of Sci ent ol ogy Fbadquartérs in Los Angel es, California and the

docunent was seized under that warrant. The Project is a top secret

plan to insure that any Scientol ogists who m ght be subpoenaed are

not available for questioning yet kept free oi any prosecution for
fleeing. Basically, the Project calls for potential w tnesses to be

moved to other areas under the pretext of sabbatical |eave; also,

Wit nesses and officials are advised to:

(1) Have a passport, taking care_thatlthe Chur ch
of Scientol ogy's connection is not nenti oned on any passport
appl i cation. | | |
(2) Li st phony occupati ons.
(3)' | ndi cate that thdse personsrmho have fl own
are on sabbatical |eave.
(4) Not cormmuni cate with fel | ow.Sci ent ol ogi st s.

(5) Have cash availabl e to fund these trips.



(6) Set up safe hous.es in out of the way
pl aces (like ski resorts, dude ranches, (fanada,_" et c.').

(7) Alert Ht he entire organi éati on to the
sabbati cal cover story.

(8) I n general, _j ust' not be avai | abl e.

(Oopi es of supporti nghdocuments are attached.)

WHEREFORE, your Affiant prays that this Court issue a-
Certificate pursuant to Florida Statute 942.03 requesting the

‘attendance of MERRELL VANN ER and FRANC NE VANNI ER as Wi t nesses

before the Gand"Jury for a period of three (3) days commencing on
July 16, 1980 to be filed with the appropriate Grcuit Court of
Los Angel es County, California. '

Deni s J. Q.ull|gan Cni ef | nvesti gat or
State Attorney's Ofice
Sixth Judicial QGrcuit of Forida

S/\orn to and subscr| bed by ne thls /dayof O//(/Z) , july1980.
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