mw said Saturday it is wellfi-

s for a variety of activities,
speaking to school children
civic groups to counseling
_mnﬂ%_om_mﬁm about leaving a%w.
ch.

wm.wmmn.oE Scientologist who
d in 1995 while in the care of
; urch staffers. Its intentions were
“made public during a “Scientolo-
y/Clearwater Relations Ooim_..
nce” at a locat hotel.

Also Saturday, about 40 anti-
mn_mio_omw activists picketed .in.
front of Scientology buildings in
downtown. Later, more than 60
people, including McPherson’s
family from Texas, gathered to re-
member her at an evening vigit.

Robert Minton, the New Eng:

land millionaire who formed the

- new trust, me its offices would be

a “safe zone” for Scientologists and -

. others who find fault with the
church or have questions that only
. its critics would answer.

“We will be encouraging peo-

ple to think for themselves, and we
will be offering people any mao:dm.
tion they want to listén to,” Minton
said as he waved and held a picket’
sign at downtown’s main cross-
roads, Cleveland Street and Fort
mm:.:mos ><m==m ,

- Trust
profit Eua for the v@wwozm_ benefit

ed and “here to wBu& with*

On his sign was a mi»mES with

a Scientology cross at the center. It
said: “Stop mo_ma&cmvxw Hate, Caw
and Bigotry.”

Responding to Minton and the
ather pickets, Mike Rinder, a top
Scientology official, said: “The only

-~ ones spreading fear and hate in -
- ' -Clearwater are those people.”

He &.& the Lisa McPherson
a hate group set up for

of Bob Minton.”

Rifider added, “I don’t ‘think

- anybody in this ooBB:EQ wants

them around.”

When the trust registered with

the state in October as a for-profit

- corporation, church officials said it

was a scheme by Minton to recoup
the $2.5-million he has spent so far
on msn.mawss_omw causes.

But Minton, a 53year-old re-
._.mm Skelton, _ma msa Ann nmq_mo:om

tired investment banker, said Sat-
urday that if his motivation was
money, he wouldn’t be giving it
away so readily to anti-Scientology

-causes. He said he registered the

group as a for-profit to avoid the

‘open financial reporting require-
ments of non-profits and to prevent .

Scientology from harassing poten-
tial donors. :
A full-time staff of six will oper-

ate the trust in a building that

Minton says he has contracted to
buy in downtown. The building is

'said to be adjacent to church prop-

erty, but Minton is ‘waiting to dis-
close the location. -
¢ At the anti-Scientology confer-
ence, a small audience of the activ-
ists heard from several speakers,
including Peter Alexander and Da-
vid Cecere.
Cecere, a Scientologist from
1975 to 1992, will be the trust’s
executive director. “We’re here to

S _m.: logy foe di igs in for fight

e

candles Q:::@ a <_m__

Saturday in 0_8339 in :5302 oﬁ Lisa _,\_o_u:maos »:m: niece.

m§ We're _83 for the _ozm haul.
We're here to see the truth come -
out,” ‘Cecere ‘told the group.
“We're going to be busy.”

Alexander, a former Scientolo-

gist, said he spent $1-million on
~Scientology over 20 years and last .

year moved his business from

Clearwater to Tampa to get away

from the church. As one of the

trust’s 23 board members, he tried
to find office space for the group -

but was met, he said, with resis-
tance from downtown landlords
fearful of Scientology. :

- Alexander said the new trust
would be “the force that people can
get ?&Ea so they won't be m@.&m
any more.”

Rinder, the church official, said

z is Minton’s m:v:v 9& is “trying
- t0" create a thréatening environ-
“ ment.” When _mnm_o_dm turned

-~ them away, it was “an indication
" that the people of Clearwater aren’t
-interested in their message or in
“being involved with them, either,
he said. Minton said, the group
.,,vEm:m to provide information and
- “exit counseling” for Scientolo-
- gists and speak with local groups.

»”

Rinder said “exit counseling” is

-a o:urmamma for :mmcwom_&a-

ming,” the practice of causing peo-
ple to abandon a rigid commitment
to certain beliefs.

. “We don’t hate Scientology,”
said Ann Carlson, one of
McPherson’s aunts. “We just want
them to change their methods.”



